EXPORT-IMPORT BANK OF WASHINGION

February 1k, 1?551*’"

STAFF MEMORANDUM NO. 8
SUBJECT: Information Requested by Soviet Bloc Countries

1. Reference, Under the guidance of the National Security
Council, there has been established in the Department of Commerce the
Office of Strategic Informaﬁépgkwhose'purpose is to develop policies
for and to coordinate actions taken within the executive branch of the
government in relation to the international exchange of information.

2. General Policy of Executive Agencies. a. It is the policy
of the executive agencies of the federal govermment to encourage the
exchange of non-classified government published information with Soviet
bloc countries., Such published information, with the exception noted
below, should be furnished upon request, but an attempt should be made
to obtain something of value in exchange in order that there shall
acerue an advantageous return to the United States,

be When an exchange is attempted and no return results after
a reasonable period, consideration should be given to withholding further
informatione.

¢e Where a particular agency does not have a specific exchange
need, the request itself in this instance should be referred to the Office
of Strategic Information as the same may be used to acquire information
degired by another agency.

d, This policy applies to all proposed exchange agreements
and requests by citizens, agents, or representatives of Soviet bloc
countries whether such requests be by correspondence or otherwise.

e. In order to achieve a periodic evaluation of the effecw
tiveness of this policy, the Office of Strategic Information, in
cooperation with federal agencies, shall collect and record requests
for information from Soviet bloc countries, and of exchange arrangements
initiated or consummated,

3, Definition. a., The term "published information" as used
in this policy means non-classified information which meets any one of
the following criteria: (1) sold at newsstands or bookstores; or (2)
available by subscription or purchase without restrictions to any .
person, or available without cost to any person; or (3) granted second-
class mailing privileges by the United States Government; or (L) freely
available to the public through libraries.



bs Published information, such as aerial photographs,
mosaice and photomaps, maps and charts of scale of or larger than
1:250,000, navigational and hydrographic maps and charts, panoramic
photographs or detailed development plans of industrial cities, except
where they appear in or are appendices to newspapers, periodicals, tech-
nical journals, atlases and books commercially available to the general
public, is not to be exchanged under this policy. This information may
be exchanged only on the basis of a formalized agreement.

s Applicability and Responsibility Within Bank. a. The only
types of published information that might be requested of the Export-
Import Bank by Soviet bloc countries would be (1) the General Policy
Statement, (2) Semiannual Reports to the Congress, or (3) brochures
describing the purposes and functions of the Bank,

b. Since the 0ffice of the Secretary is responsible for the
dissemination of published material of the Bank, that office 1s assigned
the particular responsibility of assuring conformance to the general
policy set forth above,

" Samuel C, Waugh Yo"
Presi
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